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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


‘Whe object of this organization shall be 
to secure for women complete equality 
with men under the law and in all human 

relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


poe Joint Resolution Number 52] 
House Joint Resolution’ Number 55] 


Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by Spnator GERALD P, North Dakota. 


Introduced in the House January 11, 1932, 
by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LUDLOW, 
Indiana. 


Equal Rights 


Are Your Eyes Open ? 


OW that women are co-possessors with men of the precious right of 
N franchise, it is appropriate to ask how are they going to vote in the 
coming elections? Many a politician is worrying his mind with that 
question and his principal hope is that women will follow the example of their 
erstwhile lords and masters and vote the party ticket. Doubtless in vast 
numbers of cares his hope will be realized, for only an occasional woman has 
the intelligence and assiduity to find out for herself how the candidates stand 
on questions which concern her. 


To members of the Woman’s Party who regard Equal Rights as the para- 
mount issue in the campaign the question ought to be very simple. Just 
address a letter now to the candidates among whom you will have to choose 
and then vote for the ones who give the best assurance that they will support 
the Equal Rights Amendment. The supervisors of elections can give you the 
names and addresses of your candidates over the telephone, and the trouble 
and expense of a questioning letter to each one of them will not be great even 
considering the three-cent postage. 


When one recalls the monstrous effort that was expended to secure the 
vote for women, it seems not too much to ask that they should find out what 
their candidates stand for before voting for them. With the clear issue of the 
Equal Rights Amendment as a touchstone it is the easiest thing in the world 
to select your candidates. But you will have to act soon, for election day is 
approaching. 


Before long the Congress that will decide the fate of the Equal Rights 
Amendment in 1933 will go into formal session in the National Capitol. 

How will your Senators and Representatives vote then? After they are 
elected it will be too late to influence their opinion. If you vote blindly in 
November, it will be your own fault if later your elected Representatives 
misrepresent you. 


Enlarging the Sphere of Woman 


ERTHA LUTZ, distinguished Brazilian Feminist, has recently enlarged | 
BB the sphere of woman by becoming a member-of the Reconstruction Com- 


mittee of the Brazilian Constitution. Miss Lutz, who has frequently 
been a visitor at Alva Belmont House, is secretary to the Brazilian National 
Museum of Qunta de Boa Vista. She is a gifted linguist, speaking Portuguese, 
English, French, Spanish, Italian and German, which she has learned through 
prolonged residence in various countries. She is the chairman of the Federacao 
Brasileira pelo Progresso Feminino and was instrumental in obtaining votes 
for women in Brazil. 


As leader of the Feminist movement in Brazil it was most appropriate 
that Miss Lutz should be appointed by her Government as a member of the 
committee that is to prepare the new Constitution for Brazil. 


_ Her appointment represents a new step forward in Feminist achievement, 
for, with the single exception of Russia, Brazil is the first Government in 
the world to appoint a woman on a commnttten — with drafting a 
Constitution. 


Another “first” who has recently electrified the world is Frances Elizabeth 
Willis of Metropolis, Illinois, who on October 12 addressed a brief cablegram 
to Secretary of State Stimson: 


“The Minister left last night,” cabled Miss Willis. “I have assumed charge.” 


For a month at least, in all likelihood, Miss Willis’ will be clothed with 
full responsibility to discharge all the duties and functions of the head of the 
mission in Sweden. Those who know her well say she is perfectly capable of 
doing it properly. The American Minister, John Motley Moorehead, had just 
left to return to this country on a payless furlough, and in the absence of 
others at the legation Miss Willis found herself the ranking officer. 


“A third Feminist “first” in October was the certification of the nomination 
of a woman candidate for Governor by a woman Secretary of State. On Octo- 


_ ber 8, Jane Y. McCallum of Texas, Secretary of State, in compliance with a 


writ of mandamus telegraphed certification of the nomination of Miriam A. 


Ferguson as the Democratic nominee for Governor of Texas in the coming 


election to all county clerks authorizing them to have the name printed 
on the ballot. | 

So the sphere of woman goes on broadening and lengthening until finally 
it will encircle the earth. 
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Equal Nationality at Geneva 


the League of Nations, two govern- 

ments are proposing the outlawry of 
sex inequality in nationality throughout 
the world. The women delegates of Chile 
and Colombia have placed a draft resolu- 
tion to this effect before the —_ As- 
sembly. 

It is significant that the two delegates 
—Madame Marta Vergara and Madame 
Maria de Pizano—who are the only women 
to serve upon the first commission of the 
League Assembly, both represent that 
part of the world where equality in na- 
tionality between men and women has 
already been tried and not found wanting. 


F OR the first time in the history of 


Latin-America is expected to present 


a solid front on the question of equality 
at this year’s Assembly, The two women 
who represent it declare that, on behalf 
of their national governments, they have 
come to Geneva for the express purpose of 
seeing that the discriminations shown 
against women in The Hague Nationality 
Convention are revised, or that an en- 
tirely new convention, based upon equal- 
ity, is considered. 


The point of grievance, the two explain, 
lies in the fact that the four articles of 
the convention which deal especially 
with women, deal with them as “wives” 


rather than as “individuals,” giving recog-.. 


nition to the system whereby a woman’s 
nationality is made to depend automatic- 
ally upon that of her husband. 


“Many countries which signed The 
Hague Convention,” says Madame Ver- 
gara, “did so in the interests of interna- 
tional concord, but now realize that the 
spirit of their own nationality law is 
more advanced: than the spirit of the 
agreement reached at The Hague, and 
that the work done there can be improved 
upon.” 

Says Madame de Pizano: “We who 
have seen the workings of equality in 
nationality in our own countries object 
strongly to being involved in a convention 
which, by introducing the principle of 
inequality into international law, would 
force a retrograde step upon civilization.” 


The text of the draft resolution pro- 
posed by Madame Vergara and Madame 
Pizano reads as follows: 


The Assembly decides to request 
the council to take the necessary 
measures to proceed to a revision of 
Articles 8, 9, 10, 11 of the Convention 
of The Hague of April 12, 1980, on 
certain questions relating to the con- 
flict of nationality laws which deal 
with the nationality of women. 

The Assembly further decides to 
ask the council to consider means for 
preparing a new convention based 


By Phyllis Lovell 


upon the principle of equality be- 
tween the sexes in regard to nation- 
ality and conceived in the same spirit 
as the resolution proposed at The 
Hague Codification Conference by the 
delegation of Chile, reading as fol- 
lows: 


“The contracting States agree 
that from the going into effect of 
this convention therershall be no 
distinction based on sex in their 
law and practice relating to na- 
tionality.” | 


The Assembly invites the Women’s 
Consultative Committee on Nation- 
ality to present to the next Assembly, 
through the intermediary of the 
Secretary-General, any observations 
which it may desire to make, and re- 
quests the Secretary-General to give 
the committee all necessary facilities 
for the performance of its work. 


At the moment of writing the matter 


is still in debate, and there is more than 


one resolution before the first commission. 
A second resolution comes from M. 
Henri Rolin of Belgium, and amounts to 


proposal to meet the desire for’ ratifica- 


tion expressed by certain States, and the 


even stronger desire expressed by the 


women to prevent ratification (or to pre- 
vent ratification until, as suggested by 
Chile and Colombia, the sex .inequalities 
are removed or revised) by the simple 
expedient of substituting the word 
‘“nerson” for the word “woman” in the 
text, thereby eliminating from the con- 
vention the sting of sex differentiation 
while still retaining all that is beneficial 
in the direction of the removal of certain 
cases of statelessness and of double na- 
tionality. 

A third resolution from M. Max Hof- 


finger, delegate to the Assembly from — 


Austria, puts forward a similar proposal 
to that of Belgium, but goes further by 
suggesting that the Assembly—realizing 
the process of evolution in the social, 
economic, and political life of women— 
shall invite the committee of representa- 
tives of women’s international organiza- 
tions to continue its labors; shall invite 
governments to keep the League informed 
as to all legal modifications in regard to 
the position of women in nationality; 
shall consider at given intervals whether 
the general evolution gives chance for the 
negotiating of an international agreement 
which may go beyond, or revise the clauses 


of, the present convention. 


Be the upshot of the discussion what it 
may, however, the atmosphere of Geneva 


in regard to nationality has changed. Al- 
most it may be said that a new era has 
opened. 

Two years ago, when the wacetinn of 
removing the discriminations against 
women from The Hague Nationality Con- 
vention—as yet barely six months old— 
came for the first time before the Assem- 
bly of the League of Nations, it caused 
no special stir except among those inter- 
national jurists who had been responsible 
for the drafting of it. Save for a small 
band of women who, under the direction 


of the Inter-American Commission of | 


Women, raised their voices in protest at 
what they described as the “sex discrim- 
inations” contained in the convention, no- 
body evinced any very special interest. 
That was 1930. Two years have worked 
an almost unbelievable change. The hand- 
ful of women who agitated almost un- 
noticed then has grown to an army which 


. goes on record as the largest ever re- 


cruited by women on any single political 
or juridical question. Fifty million 
women are now united in opposing the 


_ sex discriminations of the convention, and 


they are women who come from every 
part of the world, who belong to all 
classes, who speak all languages. The 
thing has not happened all at once. But 
the gradual gathering of the army, the 
constant agitation of it—now here, now 
there—has worked the change. In the 
Assembly this year it is doubtful whether 
there yet remains one single representa- 
tive of any country who has not become, 
in one way or another, involved in the 
interests of nationality, and who has not 
been forced to arrive at some definite 
conclusion for or against ratification of 
The Hague Convention in its present 
form. 


Drarr RESOLUTION Proposep By M. Rouin 
( ) 


WHEREAS various women’s organiza- 


tions have asked for a revision of the 
convention on nationality on the ground 
that it appears to sanction the difference 
of treatment in regard to the effect of 
marriage on nationality which some legis- 
lations make between men and women, 
although, on the contrary, the elimina- 
tion of such provisions by means of an 
international convention is to be desired, 
and some governments have expressed ob- 
jections to such aspirations; 

Wuereas the progress realized in mu- 
nicipal law by the principle of independ- 
ence of the married woman in regard to 
nationality does not as yet make it pos- 
sible to view with favor the convening of 
a new conference for the adoption of an 
international convention conforming to 
that principle; 

WHEREAS, moreover, it does not seem 
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that the Codification Conference had the 
intention of giving the provisions in ques- 
tion (Articles 8 to 11) the scope which 


has been attributed to them, but on the 


contrary that of putting an end to cer- 
tain difficulties which arise from existing 
divergencies between the law governing 
the matter in different countries; 

Considering, however, that the ebjec- 
tions which have been made might be met 
by substituting in the articles criticized 
the word “person” for the word “woman” 
or by similar changes of the text; and on 
the other hand 

That such an amendment seems justi- 
fiable for technical reasons, since the pro- 
visions in question if so amended would 
cover cases in which under the legislation 
of some countries a married man acquires 
the nationality of his wife; 


For these reasons, the Assembly re- 


' quests the Council to ask the various 
States which have signed the nationality 
convention whether they would oppose 
the opening for signature at Geneva of 


a protocal substituting for Articles 8 to 


11 of the said convention the following 
text: 
Article 8. If the national law of any 


- person causes such person to lose his or — 


her nationality on marriage with a for- 
eigner, this consequence shall be condi- 


tional on the person’s acquiring the na- 


tionality of the wife or husband. 

Article 9. If the national law of any 
person causes such person to lose his or 
her nationality upon a change in the na- 
tionality of his or her wife or husband 
occurring during marriage, this conse- 
quence shall be conditional on the person’s 
acquiring the new nationality of the wife 
or husband. 

Article 10. Naturalization of any per- 
son during marriage shall not involve a 
change in the nationality of the person’s 
wife or husband except with the consent 
of such wife or husband. ; 


Article 11. A person who, under the 


law of his or her country lost his or her 


nationality on marriage shall not recover 
it after the dissolution of the marriage 
except on his or her application and in 
accordance with the laws of that country. 
If the person does recover such nation- 


ality, he or she shall lose the nationality 


which was. acquired by reason of the mar- 
riage. 


~Proposats Maps spy M. Horrincer 
(AUSTRIA) 
M. Hoffinger proposed that the resolu- 
tion presented by M. Rolin might be com- 
bined with a resolution to the following 


effect: 


1. That the Assembly considers the 
question of the nationality of women to 
be in the process of evolution, and con- 
nected with the change of women’s posi- 
tion in social, economic and political life ; 

2. That the Assembly is aware of the 
fact that this evolution makes a close 
and permanent observation and study of 
the matter desirable ; 

3. That it is grateful to the Committee 
of Women’s Organizations for its collabo- 
ration and invites them to continue with 
it; 

4. That it wishes the Secretary-General 
to invite the governments every year to 
give him information as to any modifica- 
tions of the legal position of women in 
regard to’ nationality which may have 


taken place, either by municipal legis- 


lation or by treaty; and that the Secre- 
tary-General should annually report the 
contents of such communications to the 
Assembly ; 

5. That it will carefully consider at 
given intervals whether the evolution 


taking place in the member States gives 


a chance for entering on negotiations for 
an international agreement on the matter 
going beyond, or revising the clauses of, 


the nationality convention. | 


Equal Rights 


Drarr RESOLUTION By M. 
(CANADA) 


The Assembly: 


Having considered with the greatest 
interest the report of the Secretary- 
General containing the observations sub- 
mitted by governments on the subject of 
the nationality of women in accordance 
with the resolution of the Twelfth Assem- 
bly, together with the observations of the 
Committee of Representatives of the 
Women’s International Organizations ; 


Noting that it is the opinion of many 
governments that Articles 8-11 of The 
Hague Nationality Convention represent 
the degree of progress which can at pres- 
ent be obtained by way of general inter- 
national agreement in regard to the ques- 
tion of the nationality of women; 


Being satisfied that the coming into 


force of these articles, while effecting a 


considerable advance in the direction of 
removing disabilities to which women are 


- at present subjected by reason of the 


operation of nationality laws, would in 
no way prejudice or interfere with fur- 
ther concerted international action when 
such action becomes practicable, and 
would not in the meantime place any 
restriction upon the freedom of action of 
any State that may desire to give further 
effect in its nationality laws to the prin- 
ciple of the equality of the sexes; 


Expresses the hope that the States 
which have already signed The Hague 
Nationality Convention will introduce 
such legislation as may be necessary to 
give effect thereto, and will deposit their 
ratifications at an early date; 


Requests the Council to follow the de- 
velopment of public opinion on this im- 
portant question in the different coun- 
tries of the world, with a view to deciding 
when such development has reached a 
stage at which further concerted inter- 
national action may become practicable. 


A isteaenciian at the Interstate Meeting 


Industrial Councils of the National 
Woman’s Party was held in Provi- 
dence, R. I., Sunday afternoon, October 2. 
The makin of the meeting signed by 
K. V. O’Connell, secretary of the Rhode 
Island Branch, stated the meeting was 
“to honor Mrs. Gladys Mairs, chairman of 


i HE first interstate meeting of the 


the Industrial Council of Massachusetts, 


and to scan the political horizon from the 
standpoint of equality.” 

Keeping in view the very wise decision 
of the National Council not to give formal 
endorsement to any candidate, it was, 
nevertheless considered essential to indi- 
cate by movement at campaign time that 
the Industrial Councils are composed of 
actual voters. Therefore, to hold this 
conference and frankly discuss the sit- 


through a committee of fifty. 


By Josephine Casey 


uation seemed a practical thing to do. 

The Rhode Island Council functions 
Each is 
chosen so that she can report back to 
shifts in the mills and can get their views 
and bring them before the Council con- 
ferences. The one purpose is to establish 
equality in the law and some of the 
girls would not lose sight of that bright 


particular star if it were embedded in 


the milky way or pinned to the tail of a 
comet. To follow it through to the elec- 
tion booths is not very difficult. It is not 
necessary to name anyone. The girls know 


who stood for equality and they also know 


who would exploit woman and call it 
“protection.” Last winter when they were 


facing the prospect of being thrown out — 


in the snow, jobless, and were keeping up 
their courage and defence by assuring 


each other that the wolf at the door was 


an expensive police dog, there were people 
who had a kindly understanding about 


_ the situation and who let the girls know. 


Some of these people were asked to sit 
in at this meeting. — 

Guests of the Council were Mrs. Paul 
FitzSimons of Newport, Republican State 
Committeewoman, Mr. and Mrs, Milton 
Cranston of Pawtuxet, Mrs. Mills of Fall 
River, Miss Elizabeth Barr of Providence, 
and Mrs. McDonald of Central Falls. 

‘Miss Casey called the meeting to order, 
gave a report of legislative work in the 
several States, and told of her experiences 
of political points of view. She then intro- 
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duced Mrs. Gladys Mairs, chairman In- 
dustrial Council, National Woman’s 
Party of Massachusetts. 

Mrs. Mairs discussed the problems of 
the factory and restrictive legislation. 
She thanked the Rhode Island Council for 
battling so well and said it had given the 
Fall River group inspiration to do their 
part. The audience liked Mrs. Mairs. 

The next speaker was Mrs. Paul Fitz- 
Simons. She made a very good speech. 
She was sound in her expression of equal- 
ity in the law being just and necessary; 
her analysis of the industrial and political 
outlook was clear. She made her audi- 


ence laugh when she spoke of overproduc- 
tion—after going over the serious points 
she quoted one of her friends saying: “It 
used to take three sheep seven days to 
clothe a family and now it takes two silk 
worms half of a Sunday afternoon to 
do it.” 

Kathleen O’Connell, secretary of the 
Rhode Island Council was the next 
speaker. She said the entire community 
ought to rejoice with the National Wom- 
an’s Party that one-sided legislation had 
been stopped in the State. The landlord, 
for instance, got his rent when a woman 
had her job, the grocer got as much for 
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a can of beans from a woman night worker 
as from anyone else. Without mention- 
ing names she said: “I wish we might 
help to keep on their jobs, those who 
helped us to keep ours last winter.” 

The last speaker was Miss Majorie Ann 
Gillis, legislative secretary and field 
worker for the Massachusetts Branch. 
She reviewed past work of the National 
Woman’s Party, touched lightly on po- 
litical aspects and expressed pleasure that 
workingwomen were doing their part to 
get the amendment. At the conclusion of 
her talk there was general discussion and 
refreshments were served. 


Women Industry Are Not Displacing Men 


OMEN are not displacing men in 

NV industry and commerce, Mary 
Anderson (director of the Wom- 

en’s Bureau, Department of Labor), points 


out in a statement prepared for the Year 
Book of Seattle, Wash., and just made 


| a public by the Bureau. Many industrial 


factors have brought about shifts in which 
sometimes many women take jobs from 
men and other times men take jobs from 
women, it was stated. 

- During the past decade about 100,000 


women withdrew from the typically femi- 


nine occupation of dressmaking and mil- 
linery while 80,000 were being employed 
by garment factories. New factories have 
taken employment from the home and in 
turn both men and women have turned 
to the factories to perform the tasks there. 


ADJUSTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT. 


A friendly “give and take” relationship 
beween men and women workers is essen- 
tial for progress, Miss Anderson says. The 
displacement of both men and women by 
machines, she adds, involves an adjust- 
ment which constitutes one of the press- 
ing problems of the day. 

About one-fifth of the employable wom- 
en workers are looking for jobs compared 
with one-fourth of the men, she pointed 


out. That part of the statement dealing 


with the displacement of workers and un- 
employment follows in full text: 


We need a change in social attitudes 
toward women workers commensurate 
with changing economic conditions. A 
friendly “give-and-take” relationship be- 
tween men and women in the realm of 
employment is essential for progress. 
Bickering over who has a right to a job 


_ or which sex should do this or that kind 


of work has no place in a world of eco- 
homic production turned into a kaleido- 
Scope by a steady flow of marvelous and 
revolutionizing inventions. 


The evolution of women’s activities dur- 


ing a century from unpaid services in the 
home to remunerative jobs outside has 
been due chiefly to the following causes: 


(Reprinted from The United States Daily, 
Washington, D. C., September 15, 1932) 


The transplanting of industries from 


home to factory, rising standards and — 


costs of living, need for women to share 
in family support, and use of labor-sav- 
ing devices in the home. 

Types or EMPLOYMENT. 

This situation does not necessarily 
mean that women are displacing men as 
workers. There has always been a divi- 
sion of labor and sharing of economic re- 
sponsibility to the family by the sexes. 
As methods of work change with a chang- 
ing civilization there must be an adjust- 
ment of the sexes to the required work of 
the world. Men have been steadily taking 
women’s jobs from them in developing 
home industries into mechanized processes 
in man-managed factories. 

New jobs for women have opened up 
as a result. Even in the past decade we 
find striking illustrations of such trend. 
The census shows that from 1920 to 1930 
women lost ground as home laundresses, 
but found jobs in the rapidly developing 
field of power laundries and cleaning es- 
tablishments. Also in this ten-year period 
some 100,000 women withdrew from the 
typically feminine occupations of dress- 


making and millinery while 80,000 women 


were finding employment in garment fac- 


tories and increasing the total number of 


women in such factories to 353,486 in 
1930. | 

Thus men take jobs from women, and 
women may take jobs from men, but more 
significant is the fact that machines take 


.jobs from both men and women. The ad- 


justment of such displaced workers of 
both sexes is one of our pressing prob- 
lems today. 


ESTIMATING JOBLESS. 


A period such as we have been experi- 
encing naturally brings into sharp promi- 
nence the various factors making for eco- 


nomic insecurity in the wage-earning 
world, stripped as they are of the divert- 
ing cloak of prosperity. Workers who are 
without jobs because of seasonal and tech- 
nological unemployment or- have part 
time work because of chronically irregu- | 
lar conditions in certain industries swell 
very materially the ranks of the unem- 
ployed today and help to make the whole 
problem one of staggering proportions. 


Exactly how many unemployed men 
and women there are today and which 
sex is bearing the heaviest depression bur- 
den we have no way of telling. A recent 
survey made by a business periodical esti- 
mates that at the present rate of increase 
the number of unemployed will be 11,000,- 
000 by winter. The Federal unemploy- 
ment census taken in 19 selected cities in 
January, 1931, showed a total of almost 
one-fifth of the women workers as com- 
pared with a little over one-fourth of the 


- men out of work, able to work, and look- 


ing for a job, or on a lay-off without 

Two States, New York and Illinois, pub- 
lish monthly figures showing the employ- 
ment changes for both sexes in the vari- 
ous industries in the State. Figures for 
the period 1928-1391, inclusive, show that 
in many industries fluctuations in employ- 
ment within a year are much more ex. 
treme for women than for men. But 
more than this, the decline in employment 
from the highest month in the four-year 
period to the lowest month in 1931 was 
decidedly greater for women than for men 
in about half the more important women 
employment industries or _ industrial 
groups reported in one of these States 
and in nearly all those in the other State. 


Practically all types of women as well 
as men have come to realize as never be- 
fore the bitter meaning of unemployment 
either as a reality or a menace—the in- 
dustrial woman, the white-collar employe, — 
and the “lace-collar” worker, as the news- 
papers have discriminatingly termed the 
most successful business and professional 
woman. 
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Letters from a Feminist 


O UR indefatigable vice-chairman, 


Florence Bayard Hilles, of Dela-— 


ware, has been carrying on a corre- 
spondence lately that promises to have 
repercussions in our next Congress. 


She wrote recently to the chairman 
of the National Council of the National 
Woman’s Party, as follows: 


Dear Mrs. Wiley: 
I am sure you will be both intereste 
and pleased to know that both our Dela- 


ware State Republican and Democratic | 


platforms contain planks for Equal 
Rights. 

The Republican plank reads: 

“We stand by the traditional principles 
of Abraham Lincoln which guarantee 
Equal Rights, privileges and protection 
to all citizens, regardless of race, color 
or creed.” 


The Democratic plank reads: 


“The Democratic Party of Delaware in 
convention assembled this 27th day of 
September, 1932, again pledges its faith 
to the great principles in governmental 


affairs set forth by its founder, Thomas | 


Jefferson, and enunciated by his doctrine 


‘Equal Rights to all, special privileges to 


none’.” | 
I have written to both the Democratic 
and Republican candidates for Congress, 
the following (see enclosed copy), alse a 
communication to our Sunday paper, the 
Star, which has a large circulation 
throughout the State. Already, I have 
received favorable replies from both the 
candidates, stating their belief in the 


principle of Equal Rights and pledging 


their support to appropriate legislation. 


Of course, I realize the slipperiness of 
planks, still this is an advance, even 
though it may not be perfect. 

Sincerely yours, 

FLorENcE BayarD HILues. 


The letter addressed by Mrs. Hilles to 
candidates for Congress follows: 


Dear Sir: 


As State chairman of the National 
Woman’s Party, a non-partizan organi- 
zation, whose aim is to advance the posi- 
tion of women in all social, political and 
human relations, I was pleased to read 


the plank of the Republican Party in its — 


State platform which deals with Equal 
Rights, and to this end, as you are now 
the Republican candidate for Congress in 
the coming election, I would like to know 
from you, whether in the acceptance of 
this plank on Equal Rights, it will be 
your purpose to support all legislation 
that purposes to give Equal Rights to men 
and women throughout the United States, 
and all places subject to its jurisdiction. 

Much of the old English common law, 
as you know, still discriminates against 
women, and while we are working to do 
away with these discriminations as the 
logical sequence to the granting of suf- 
frage to women, we want further still to 
prevent the writing of any future dis- 
criminations against them. 

Will you please tell me how you stand 
on this subject at your earliest con- 
venience. | 

Very truly yours, 
FLoreNcE BayarD 
Delaware State Chairman. 


On October 2, the Wilmington Star car- 


ried Mrs. Hilles’ open letter under the 
appropriate caption, ‘Women Must Stand 


Up for Equal Rights.” The letter reads: 

Editor, Delmarva Star — It must be 
heartening to women, who realize that 
there still remain many discriminations 
in the law against them, that both major 
parties this year have included in their 
State platforms planks for Equal Rights. 
While it is all very well to know that 
these planks exist, still it is better that 
the voters should know just how the can- 
didates stand on that plank. 

It is my duty, as State Chairman of the 
National Woman’s Party, a non-partisan 
organization of women seeking to advance 
the position of women in all political, 
social and human endeavor, to ask of our 
candidates for Congress how they stand 
on this plank for Equal Rights, and 
whether or no they propose to support 
legislation which gives Equal Rights to 
men and women alike. 


In the industrial world, since the de- 


pression overtook us, women have real- 
ized that they were the first to be thrown 
overboard. Witness the textile indus- 
tries, and later, the hue and cry against 
married women. Under just laws written 
and unwritten, these injustices cannot 
occur, and women, themselves, must see 


to theirown interests and elect those. can- 


didates who mean to support, unquali- 
fiedly, the laws that.shall fall equally on 
men and women alike. 
Yours very truly, 
FLORENCE Bayarp 
- Delaware State Chairman of the 
National Woman’s Party. 


Poets Council Reorganizes 


T our National Headquarters in the 

Alva Belmont House at Washing- 

ton a group of poets and poetry- 

lovers gathered before the first faint fires 

of fall and enthusiastically revived the 
Poets Council of the District. 

Due to the growing interest through- 
out the nation in poetry, it was deemed 
a timely step in the right direction to 
create a more active interest not only in 
poetry, but in the poets who are members 
of the Woman’s Party. Poetry has con- 
tributed to our wisdom, understanding 
and happiness from the beginning of time, 
yet due to the contention of our unthink- 
ing people, handed down through the 
ages, that poetry should be written for 
its beauty and art alone, poets have not 
been made great until after their death, 
when their works were recognized and 
efforts made to delve into their person- 
alities and posthumous writings. 

The Woman’s Party has achieved great 


By Myrtle R. Patterson, Chairman 


heights in its many other activities for 


the emancipation of woman. Why should 
it not have its full quota of contemporary 
poets? Poets have always been referred 
to as the “unrecognized legislators of the 
world.” If such they are, is it not fitting 
that some of our best should be members 
of the Woman’s Party, a group of highly 
intellectual American women who are 
attaining the goal of Equal Rights for 
women? While the material side of the 
party is gaining great recognition, should 
not the poet members contribute to the 
spiritual uplift of the party through their 
poetical contributions? 

Ruth Taunton, headquarters secretary, 
in addressing the meeting as the honor 


_ speaker of the evening, paid a high tribute 
to contemporary poets when she said: 


“We depend on our poets for encourage- 
ment to carry on when our enthusiasm is 


lacking; the unbiased thoughts and ex- 
pressions of our poets create a new in- 
spiration in every path of life, and com- 
mercial writers often look with envy at 


our poets because of their ability to 


present a point in such simplicity.” 
Mr. Carl Cave, founder and president 


of The Poet Laureate League of America, 


a poet and profound student of human 
nature, ably presented the subject of “The 
Soul of a Poet,” with which he dealt most 
eloquently and interestingly. He pointed 
out the lagging interest in poetry in the 
past was mostly due to the lack of interest 


and knowledge’ of the poets themselves. - 


If we are to understand and appreciate 
poetry, we must first know and appreciate 
the poets; learn of the manner in which 
they live, know their thoughts and in- 
spirations, their relation to nature and 
to the world of human beings. 

Georgia Douglas Johnson, a poet and 
philosopher, beautifully interpreted how 
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poets named their compositions, illus- 
trating one she first called “Dreams of 
qa Dreamer.” When presented to the pub- 
lisher she was asked just what was its 
meaning. She replied: “One’s heart.” 
“Oh,” he said: “A Heart of a Woman”— 
then her poem had its proper name. 


Mrs. Johnson further philosophized on — 


the effectiveness of poetry, reading her 
unusual composition entitled: “An Au- 
tumn’s Cycle.” 

Francis Jean Reuter, a poet, philoso- 
pher, painter and musician, one of the 
guest speakers of the evening, gave an 
unusual and instructive talk comparing 
the poetry of the old school, with its rules 
and versification as though measured by 


The Misnamed 


Economy Bill “nersons ” 

ERS: right to work has 

Lage been seriously cur- 

tailed by the pass- 

Seattle, Wash., 


bill says married 

persons, but aims to oust the married 

woman. We are glad to record that the 

prospect of its repeal in the short session 
is very good, 

While President Hoover signed the bill 

he gave out a statement, saying: “It will 


impose unnecessary hardships “on many 


Government employes.” In consequence, 
the dismissal of married women will be 


held up until Congress has had time to 
reconsider this bill. 


If work is to be given only to those in 
need, we might as well scrap civil service 
entirely, for it would be about as useful 
to men or women as a perforated shield 
to an old-time knight. That man sup- 
ports woman was always and remains a 
fiction. If woman’s work in the home 
were valued to same degree as same work 
performed for strangers, such fallacious 
reasoning, by our lawmakers, as came to 


_ light in Congressional Conference Com- 


mittee recently, would receive the ridicule 
it richly deserves. As individual citizens, 
married women have the same right to 
choose their occupations as have the mem- 
bers of the so-called stronger sex. Your 
editor wrote to Senator Jones, who was 
chairman of the conference committee on 
this economy bill, and gladly publishes 
the answer received. 
My Dear Mrs. Clark: 

Your favor, in regard to the discrimina- 


tion as between married people in the | 


Government service, at hand. I appre- 
clate your letter. 

I have already taken the attitude that 
you express in your letter. I do not be- 
lieve in this discrimination and shall do 
everything I possibly can to prevent it. 

The legislation passed the House of 


ARRIED 


ad That's 


a yard stick, with that clothed in modern 
idiom, stating: “A mood or an emotion 
could not be geometrically measured, why 
should a poem be so written? Should not 
the mood and form harmonize? A long 
line, four, six, eight meters, a short line 
of two, even one, as the poet may feel. 
New ideas, new forms.” 

Marie Siebold, editor of the woman’s 
column of La Capitale, read a group of 


her delightful and refreshing poems. 


Prof. Felix Conrad Schwarz, president- 


~ elect of the Free Lance Club, gave an in- 


spiring talk on creative writing, particu- 

larly short stories, dramatizing the dif- 

ferent phases essential to,a good story. 
The District Poets Council of the Wom- 


Press Comment 


Representatives and the majority of our 
committee seem to be in favor of keeping 
it in the bill. I am doing the very best I 
possibly can along the lines of your letter. 
Believe me to be | 
Very sincerely yours, 
W. L. Jonzs. 


PROMINENT 

Florida woman from 

: h 
The Record, Florida writes the 


Business Women’s 


Loe Angeles, Calif, cisiative Council 


“We are still withing the old 


English laws for women. 


“A woman owning an apartment house 
or hotel in Florida, if she hasn’t a hus- 
band to represent her at meetings or in 
court proceedings, must hire a man or 
lawyer to represent her. 

“A mother —the bread-winner of the 
family—cannot lawfully collect her wages 


even to pay rent and buy food for her 


children unless her husband is good 
enough to permit her to collect the money 
she has labored for. Thank Heaven our 
men are better than our laws in most 
cases. Florida women, children and 
idiots have no rights.” 


HE National 


A Woman's 

Viewpoint Association of 

By Mrs. Walter Working’ Women, 
organized recently 

in Indianapolis, was 

World-Telegram, 


begun primarily to 
resist the move- 
ment to drive mar- 
ried women from industry. Its members 
have sensed what a good many others 
of our sex have overlooked—namely, that 
once the married woman is ousted the 
next step will undoubtedly be the ousting 
of all women. 

This may sound an exaggeration, but 
to be convinced of its truth one needs 
only remember many such campaigns 


New York City. 
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an’s Party will be the medium of expres- 
sion for much artistic talent in its future 
meetings, particularly for the poets, that 
people may know them as they really are, 
not as idle dreamers, visionaries, peculiar 


beings strangely emotional, even abnor- 


mal. Should those so describing tarry 
long enough to know their hearts, they 
would find them just like other folks, 
differing only, perhaps, in that they ar@ 
more highly in tune with the silent har- 
monies of the soul—spiritual dreamers, 
mystics, swayed by deep emotion, yet al- 
ways human in their understanding of life. 

Mrs. Johnson is vice-chairman, and 
Mrs. Glenn E. Wright, secretary- treas- 
urer of the Council. 


which were fostered by propagandists and 
existed under the guise of humanitarian- 
ism, It is foolish, indeed, to believe that 
a concerted action against women has 
been or will be entirely directed at wives. 
For already thousands of single women 
have been let out of jobs or demoted in 
order to help men. 

The present period, we all know, is a 
difficult one. Readjustments are going 
on. Changes are inevitable, and women 
as well as men must expect to suffer. But 
because we are facing so many problems 
is One reason why we must continue to 
think ~straight and keep our mental bal- 
ance. It will have availed us nothing if, 


after the depression, we should find that 


we had worked more harm than good by 
our temporary remedies. : 
America has survived the killing of 
harmless old women as witches, the des- 
perate struggles for representative gov- 
ernment by the common people, human 
slavery, wars, innumerable blue laws and 
the activities of the Know Nothings and 
their spawn, the Ku Klux Klan. We are 
emerging slowly from the mistake of pro- 
hibition. It is inconceivable that we 
Should, after all these weary years of 
struggle, deliberately set about to impose 


legal restrictions against the right of any 
citizen to hold a au 


Postmasters Elect 


PRINGFIELD, 
Two Women | 


Mass.—The Na- 
Associated Press, onal’ Association 


of Postmasters of 


ended its thirty- 
second annual convention here today with 
the choice of officers and waneacren of 
other business. . 

A precedent was ao in the election of 
two women, Mrs. Dora Richards, of 
Sparks, Nev., and Miss Anna Dixon, of 
Rock Valley, Iowa, to membership on the 
executive committee. Choice of the next 
convention city was left to the executive 


committee. 
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Council of Women Announces Contest 


HOICE by feminine ballot of the 12 


great American woman leaders of 


the past century is the object of a 
nation-wide poll, jointly inaugurated by 
the National Council of Women and The 
Ladies’ Home Journal, and announced on 
October 14 by Lena Madesin Phillips of 
New York City, president of the Council. 

Any interested woman may vote, naming 
women, either living or dead, who have 
worked for feminine advancement during 
the past hundred years. Likenesses of the 
women selected will be prominently dis- 


played in the National Council exhibit at : 


the Chicago Century of Program Exposi- 
next year. 3 

‘We consider it most appropriate that 
in an exposition emphasizing the factors 
_which have contributed to feminine prog- 
ress during the past century special honor 


should be accorded those who have pio- 
neered in the field of woman’s work,” Miss 
Phillips said. “There were unquestion- 
ably many women in the past hundred 


years who had a far-reaching influence 


upon their time. Not only did they batter 
down the barriers, educational, political 
and legal, which inhibited their sex. They 
also gave new direction to the whole trend 
of feminine thought. 

“But who are the greatest of these lead- 
ers, and what are the qualities by which 


their greatness can be measured? That 


is what the National Council of Women 
and The Ladies’ Home Journal want to 
know. That is why, in addition to throw- 
ing the opportunity to vote open to all 


the women of the country, we are also 


suggesting that each woman who partici- 
pates in the poll submit a 300-word letter 


Equal Rights | 


on ‘The Essential Qualities of the Woman 
Leader,’ explaining the basis upon which 
she made her selection. 

Ida M. Tarbell, Dr. Mary E. Woolley © 
and Maud Wood Park will judge the ) 


‘merits of the manuscripts. 


Full terms of the nationwide poll gov- 
erning the selection of the 12 woman — 
leaders are published in the November | 
issue of The Ladies’ Home Journal, now — 
on the news stands. The Journal is offer- © 
ing four prizes, of $100.00, $50.00, $10.00 — 
and $5.00 each, for the women who sub- © 


mit the best, second best, third and fourth _ 


best letters on “The Essential Qualities of — 
the Woman Leader.” The contest closes 
December 15th and awards are to be 
announced on Christmas Eve by posting | 


in the windows of Postal Telegraph offices. 


News from the Field 


Mrs. Lloyd Sails for Home 
OLA: MAVERICK LLOYD of Win- 
netka, Illinois, who is a member of 
our Committee on International Rela- 


tions, and who has been working with 


Alice Paul at our international headquar- 
ters in Geneva during the summer, sailed 
with her daughter Georgie on October 1 
on the Leviathan for New York. | 


Miss Paul writes: “Mrs. Lloyd has given 


_ the most devoted and able service to our 
campaign over here—it is impossible to 
speak too highly of what she has done.” 


Illinois Forum Endorses Amendment 
HE Vigilance Forum of Chicago, IIL, 
includes in its program for the special 

Legislature, “Article 8. Pass an ‘Equal 
Rights’ law in this State, putting an O.K. 
on the Lucretia Mott Amendment now be- 
fore Congress. The intelligence of woman- 
hood in executive capacity is needed in 
this nation’s economic-political distress.” 


Equality Reservation Wins Support 
T a meeting held on September 29 
the Business and Professional Wom- 
en’s Club of Wilmington, Del., adopted 
the following resolution: 

Wuernas Senator Gerald P. Nye has 
introduced into the United States Senate 
what is known as the “Equality Amend- 
ment,” reading: 

Resolwed, That in the event the United 
States adheres to the statute of the World 
‘Court, it shall make the following reserva- 
tion: “That the code of law to be admin- 
istered by the World Court shall not con- 
tain inequalities based on sex.” Therefore 
be it 

Resolved, That we, the Business and 
Professional Women’s Club of Wilming- 
ton, Del., endorse the proposed amend- 
ment; snd further be it | 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolu- 


tions be sent to our Senators and to the 
President of the United States. 
Arden, Del., Sept. 29, 1932. 


Amelia Earhart Honored 


| A= EARHART, who proved that 


a woman could fly the Atlantic alone, 
and Lucretia Blankenburg, widow of 
Philadelphia’s reform Mayor, were jointly 
honored as outstanding women at a ban- 


Pa., at Gimbel Brothers’ store, attended 
by more than 1,000 prominent men and 
women, 

Miss Earhart received from Mayor 
Moore the medal of the city of Philadel- 
phia in recognition of her tranatlantic 


flight, and from Major General Smedley 


D. Butler a chamois bag containing $1,000 
in gold, which represented the “Gimbel 
award to the outstanding woman of 


America in 1932.” 


Mrs. Blankenburg, who soon will cele- 


brate her eighty-seventh birthday, was | 


designated as the “outstanding Philadel- 
phia woman of today.” 


Candidates Discuss Equal Rights 
A. DONDERO, Republican; 


W. H. Allmendinger, Socialist, and 
Harry Mitchell, Democrat, candidates for 
Congress, were speakers after a dinner on 


October 12 at the Willow Tea Room, 
Royal Oak, Michigan. The event was ar- 
ranged by the Royal Oak Committee of 


the National Woman’s Party to merge 


that committee and the Ferndale Com- 
mittee into a 17th Congressional District 
unit. 
The candidates were invited to state 
their position on Equal Rights for women. 
Mr. Allmendinger said he found no rea- 
son why women were not perfectly capa- 
ble of exercising such rights. 
_ Mr. Mitchell advocated equal pay for 


| DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


equal work, regardless of sex, but ob- 
jected to the employment of a wife whose 


husband is working. 


Mr. Dondero reviewed the position of 
the Republican Party toward women since 
1876 when women first had something to 
say in that party. He called attention to 
equal justice as basic in our government 
and advocated equal opportunity for all 


_., before the law. 
“quet held on October 5 in Philadelphia, 


Mary Brumfield, Royal Oak; Nora Les- © 
siter, Orion Township; Gertrude Flickin- 
ger, Royal Oak; Hope Maynard, Royal © 
Oak; Laura Julian, Pontiac, and Jessie 
Stackhouse, Rochester, were elected to © 
the board of directors for the organiza- | 
tion. 


Baltimore County Branch Meets 

HE second meeting of the newly or- 

ganized Baltimore County Branch of 
the National Woman’s Party was held at 
the home of Mrs. Powers Smith in Relay, 
Maryland, on Tuesday, October 5, at 3.30 
P. M. Louise N. Graham, chairman, in- 
troduced the two speakers—Marie Presst- 
man, Baltimore lawyer, and Hon. Holmes 
Alexander of the Maryland General As- 
sembly. Miss Presstman spoke on some 
of the Maryland laws discriminating 
against women, and on the hostile atti- 
tude of men lawyers toward “female” 
membership in the profession. Mr. Alex- 
ander urged women to adopt a “sophisti- 
cated attitude of skepticism” in politics, 
and blamed the failure of democracy on 
the gullibility of voters and on the lack 


of patriotism except under the impetus 


of wartime enthusiasm. 


PUBLICATIONS AND BOOKS 


600 Fast Lombard Street 
Baltimere. Md. 
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